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Lovejoy.,  Martyr  to  Free  Press, 
Slain  by  Mob  Century  Ago  Today 


By  The  Associated  Press 
ALTON,  111.,  Nov.  6.— One  hun- 
dred years  ago  tomorrow  Elijah  Par- 
ish Lovejoy,  early  nineteenth  cen- 
tury advocate  of  freedom  of  the 
press,  was  killed  here  by  a  mob 
which  opposed  his  anti-slavery 
views.  Observances  of  the  centen- 
nial of  Lovejoy's  death  will  center  in 
the  small  church  of  which  he  was 
pastor.  Governor  Henry  Horner  of 
Illinois  designated  Friday  as  Love- 
joy Memorial  Day. 

Colby  College,  at  Waterville,  Me., 
where  Lovejoy  was  graduated  in 
1826,  will  honor  his  memory  Mon- 
day .  Former  President  Herbert 
Hoover  will  speak.  Lovejoy  was  born 
in  Maine  on  November  9,  1802. 

The  soft-spoken  pastor  encoun- 
tered opposition  from  the  start  as 
he  coupled  editorial  work  with  his 
ministerial  duties.  After  six  years 
in  St.  Louis,  first  as  a  teacher  and 
then  as  editor  and  publisher  of  a 
newspaper,  he  started  his  own  paper, 
"The  Observer,"  which  was  to  aid 
in  stirring  up  abolitionist  senti- 
ment. 
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(Continued  from  page  one) 


St.  Louis  of  1833,  strongly   pro- 
slavery  in  sentiment,  did  not  gladly 
receive  the  new  newspaper  and  its 
free-thinking  young  editor.     Espe-  ! 
daily  objectionable  to  the  Missou-  j 
rians  were  Lovejoy's  tirades  against  i 
public  whippings  of  white  men  who  ! 
had    aided    slaves    in    escaping. 
Threats  were  heard. 

Boldly  Lovejoy  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge. "I  protest  against  all  these 
attempts  to  frown  down  the  liberty 
of  the  press,"  he  wrote.  "Under  a 
deep  sense  of  my  obligation  to  my 
country,  the  Church  and  my  God, 
I  declare  it  to  be  my  fixed  purpose 
to  submit  to  no  such  dictation.  .  . 
I  am  prepared  to  abide  the  conse- 
quences. 

"I  am  an  American  citizen,  and 
as  long  as  American  blood  runs  in 
these  veins  I  shall  hold  myself  at 
liberty  to  speak,  to  write,  to  publish 
whatever  I  please  on  any  subject, 
being  amenable  to  the  laws  of  my 
country." 

After  his   criticism   of   a  judge's 
attitude  in  upholding  the  lynching 
(Continued  on  page  5,  column  2) 
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of  a  Negro,  the  court  answered  that 
protection  of  the  law  was  removed 
from  Lovejoy.  Soon  his  offia*  was 
entered  and  the  type  destroyed,  al- 
though the  press  was  undamaged. 

Lovejoy's  backers  insisted  that  ne 
move  to  near-by  Alton,  where  pro- 
slavery  sentiment  supposedly  was  not 
so  pronounced.  Leaving  his  packed 
equipment  overnight  on  a  boat  tied 
to  the  wharf,  Lovejoy  next  day 
found  his  press  broken  and.  the  type 
thrown  into  the  Mississippi  River. 
Indignant  citizens  took  up  a  sub- 
scription to  replace  his  loss.  Two 
other  presses  were  tossed  into  the 
water.  Friends  in  Ohio  sent  him 
money  to  purchase  a  fourth. 

The  day  after  the  last  press  ar- 
rived, Lovejoy  was  killed.  The  ware- 
house in  which  the  press  was  stored, 
defended  by  Lovejoy  and  his  friends, 
was  attacked  by  a  mob.  During  fir- 
ing by  both  sides,  one  of  the  mob 
was  killed.  Attacking  again,  the  mob 
set  fire  to  the  roof,  and  it  was  while 
attempting  to  drive  off  those  firing! 
the    building     that    Lovejoy    was, 
killed,  two  daya  before  his  thirty-  j 
fifth  birthday.  ■_'.,      ~„'„J 
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